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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20591

-
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Hr. David D. Thomas

Acting Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
Deportrmznt of Troansportation
Washingten, D. €. 20530

Dear Mr, Thomas:

On Moy 23, 1968, & Piper PA-32, WhOLOR, operated by Travelair
Texi, Inc., on a schaduled alr taxi £light crashed and burnad shortly
aftter tokeoff from Cleveland Hopkins Alrport, Clevelend, Ohio, ns a
result of a complete engine fallurc. Forbtuantely, in this case,
nadther the pilot nor his passenger were seviously injured; howsver,
such dnstmeces are pobentially hazardous both to the aircrafi ovcuptntb
and pevsens on the ground.

The Safety Boord's davestigation discloszd that the engine fallure
vas czused by the main fuel line hose end backing out of its swedzed
Fittdng at thoe firewnll, most probably as o result of a manufacburing
defect, i Insuificient insertion of the hossz end in the Tilrswall

By

swedred Titting., The hoze fitting assembly (P/ﬂ 63901-12) 1is a TS0
mﬂwufﬂcuu“ed iven. While on the surfaee this may sppsar to be ar
isolatzd cese, the Board Tfeels that certoin hitherto unexplain:d in-
flight fires and explosicns which bave gone wmdeberminod as to enuvze

could; at least in some caszs, have been aimdlarly caused. In viesw
of thh potentindl inflisht fire and ongine Pulline hazards associsbed
with fual and/ur ¢il systom hose apgsenbly fallurss, the Boord recome
nends thnt the Federal Aviation Administraticn roesxomine quality
control inspection roquivensnts and the vrocedures nov in effoct Ly
the manufacturers of these hose assemblies as well as reguiremsats for
gualliy conitrol inspection given by the airerallt manmufoctyrar on
recaipt of such coumponsnba.

4,
Our dnvestigators hava discugssed this proposed action with
personn:l from your Flisht ﬂu”“ﬂ rdo Bervicn vho have also viewed the

subjeot hose ssgembly, Our enginsoring staff is aveilable o provide
you with ooy further Infomabicon or assistance os deslrazd.
Sincerely yours,
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Joseph J. 0'Comnell, Jz.
Choirman



